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STATE OF CALIFORNIA SCH No.120010616
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 07-LA-14 KP R56.86 (PM 35.34)

EA: 4E2400

NEGATIVE DECLARATION (ND)
Pursuant to: Division 13, Public Resources Code

Description:
The proposed project would be located where Tick Canyon Wash crosses State Route 14 (SR-14),
near Soledad Canyon Road, in northern Los Angeles County.  The proposed project would install a
check dam within Tick Canyon Wash directly downstream of the SR-14 Bridge.  The project has
been proposed to alleviate scour damage occurring at this site.

Determination:
An Initial Study (IS) has been prepared by The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans).
On the basis of this study, it has been determined that the proposed project would not have a
significant effect on the environment for the following reasons:

§ The proposed project would not significantly impact any scenic resources, cultural resources, or
habitat conservation plans.

§ The proposed project would not significantly impact air quality, water quality, nor would it have
any noise impacts.

§ The proposed project would not result in exposure to hazardous materials or seismic hazards.

§ The proposed project would not impact mineral resources or agricultural land.

§ The proposed project would not impact access to public services or recreational facilities.

§ The proposed project would not impact transportation or traffic patterns, and would not impact
utilities and services.

§ The proposed project would not significantly impact any sensitive plant and animal species,
other wildlife, riparian habitat, or wetlands.

The proposed project would result in some environmental impacts; however, measures to minimize
harm are included as part of the project that would reduce impacts to a level below significance. The
project would reduce erosion and scour and therefore enhance the safety of the SR-14 Bridge.

________________________________ ____________________________
Ron Kosinski Date
Deputy District Director, District 7
California Department of Transportation
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The proposed project would install a check dam at Tick Canyon Wash where it crosses State
Route 14 (SR-14) near Soledad Canyon Road, just outside the city of Santa Clarita in Los
Angeles County.  The project has been proposed to alleviate scour occurring at the SR-14 Bridge.

INITIAL STUDY
Submitted pursuant to California

Public Resources Code (Division13)
by the

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
Department of Transportation

Original Signed By: Ron Kosinski                                                           March 14, 2002
____________________________________                        ________________
Ron Kosinski        Date
Deputy District Director
Division of Environmental Planning
California Department of Transportation
District 7- Los Angeles















































































LIST OF APPENDICES

Appendix A Categorical Exclusion
Appendix B Preliminary Design Layouts
Appendix C List of Acronyms
Appendix D Summary of Measures Minimize Harm
Appendix E Scoping Notice
Appendix F Scoping Comments
Appendix G Mailing List 
Appendix H Title VI Statement



Appendix A

Categorical Exclusion
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Appendix B

Preliminary Design Layouts



B1-Project Location



B2- Work Access Plan



B3- Project Layout



B4- Typical Section 1



B5- Check Dam Elevation



B6- Anchor Wall Elevation



B7- Typical Section 2



B8- Utility Opening Detail



B9- Typical Section 3
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List of Acronyms



List of Acronyms

APE Area of Potential Effect
BMPs Best Management Practices
Caltrans California Department of Transportation
CDFG California Department of Fish and Game
CE Categorical Exemption/Exclusion
CEQA California Environmental Quality Act
CIP Cast-in-place
EPA Environmental Protection Agency
ft Feet
HOV High Occupancy Vehicle
IS Initial Study
ISA Initial Site Assessment
m Meters
mi Miles
ND Negative Declaration
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act
RE Resident Engineer
RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board
SR-14 State Route 14
STP State Implementation Plan
SWPPP Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
USACOE U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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Environmental
Concern

Mitigation Measure Timing of Mitigation Unit Responsible for
Mitigation Monitoring

Air Quality 1 All clearing, grubbing, grading, earth moving, or excavation
activities shall cease during period of high winds to prevent
excessive amounts of fugitive dust.

Construction Resident Engineer (RE)

Air Quality 2 All trucks that haul excavated material off site shall comply
with the State Vehicles Code Section 23114.

 Construction RE

Air Quality 3 All active portions off site and unpaved on-site roads shall be
periodically watered with environmentally safe dust
suppressants to prevent excessive amounts of dust.

Construction RE

Air Quality 4 Areas disturbed by clearing, grading earth moving, or
excavation operations shall be minimized to prevent
excessive amounts of fugitive dust.

Design/Construction Environmental/RE

Air Quality 5 On-site vehicle speed shall not exceed 15 mile per hour. Construction RE

Air Quality 6 Construction equipment engines shall be maintained in good
condition and in proper tune as per manufacturers’
specifications.

Construction RE

Biological
Resources 1

Construction storage will be in a designated non-sensitive
area.  Construction equipment will be stored outside of the
channel (defined as top of slope to top of slope), away from
the stream banks.  No equipment maintenance will be
performed in the streambed.

Construction RE

Biological
Resources 2

 Pre-construction surveys will be conducted to determine the
presence of absence of both the San Diego horned lizard and
the two-striped garter snake at the time of construction.  If
either species is found, appropriate measures will be taken in
coordination with the appropriate resource agencies to
protect these species.

Pre-construction Environmental
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Environmental
Concern

Mitigation Measure Timing of Mitigation Unit Responsible for
Mitigation Monitoring

Biological
Resources 3

Pre-construction surveys will be conducted to determine the
presence or absence of roosting bats and nesting birds before
construction.  If roost sites are found, protective measures
will be developed in coordination with the appropriate
resource agencies to protect these species.

Pre-construction Environmental

Biological
Resources 4

Land Use 1

Vegetation removed as part of this project will be replaced
on-site at a 10:1 ratio for permanent impacts, and a 5:1 ratio
for temporary impacts.

Post-construction Environmental

Biological
Resources 5

A detailed Vegetation Replacement Mitigation Plan will be
developed and will include a monitoring plan for a 5-year
period.  Revegetation will entail using native plant material
(primarily willow, mulefat, and California buckwheat).
Revegetation will be completed within one year after
construction is completed.

Pre-construction Environmental

Biological
Resources 6

Land Use 2

A conservation easement will be acquired encompassing
what is currently the Caltrans drainage easement.  This area
will be permanently preserved, and future disturbance will
be prohibited.

Design/Pre-construction Right of Way/Environmental

Biological
Resources 7

The following permits will be obtained through coordination
with the appropriate agency:

§ 1601 Streambed Alteration Agreement (California
Department of Fish and Game)

§ 404 Permit (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers)

§ 401 Permit (California Regional Water Quality Control
Board)

All provision required by these permits will be incorporated
into the project specifications, and a mutually acceptable
mitigation plan will be prepared.

Pre-construction Environmental



{ FILENAME }- TICK CANYON CHECK DAM (EA: 4E2400)

{PAGE  }

Environmental
Concern

Mitigation Measure Timing of Mitigation Unit Responsible for
Mitigation Monitoring

Cultural
Resources 1

It is Caltrans policy that if cultural material appear during
construction, work will stop in the immediate area.  The
District 7 Cultural Resource staff will be notified upon such
discovery and appropriate measures will be performed to
mitigate impacts to the resource.  Work may only resume
with approval from the Caltrans archaeologist.

Construction RE

Hazards 1 A fire prevention and control program will be established
that limits activity in and adjacent to flammable vegetation,
and assures the availability of a full water truck should a fire
start within the project area.

Design Design/Environmental

Hazards 2 In the event that excavation reveals unknown potentially
hazardous materials, Caltrans policy would require work to
halt in the immediate vicinity until the area in question is
investigated and proper mitigation is proposed.

Construction RE

Water Quality 1 Construction will be limited to low-flow periods to minimize
impacts to water quality.

Construction Environmental/RE

Water Quality 2 Flows will be in no way impeded at any time during
construction.  The contractor may culvert water through the
work area, if necessary, or use another method, pending
approval from Caltrans and the appropriate resource
agencies.  At the end of construction all aspects of diversion
will be removed.

Construction RE

Water Quality3 No foreign material (concrete, oil, fuel, excavated material)
will be allowed to enter the active streambed.

Construction RE

Water Quality 4 The contractor shall provide a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and erosion control plan.  The
plans must be approved by the Resident Engineer (RE) and
submitted for approval to the Regional Water Quality
Control Board.

Pre-construction RE/Environmental
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Environmental
Concern

Mitigation Measure Timing of Mitigation Unit Responsible for
Mitigation Monitoring

Water Quality 5 The following permits are required as part of the water
pollution control for this project:

§ Regional Water quality Control Board 401 Permit

§ U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 404 Permit

§ NPDES Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan

Pre-construction Environmental

Noise 1 The contractor shall comply with all local sound control and
noise level rules, regulations and ordinances that apply to
any work performed pursuant to the contract.

Construction RE

Noise 2 Each internal combustion engine, used for any purpose on
the job or related to the job, shall be equipped with a muffler
of a type recommended by the manufacturer.  No internal
combustion engine shall be operated on the project without
the muffler.

Construction RE
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Scoping Notice- Page 1



Scoping Notice- Page 2
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Scoping Comments



F1- The Gas Company
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F2- The Gas Company (Northern Region Transmission)
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F3- Native American Heritage Commission
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F4- City of Santa Clarita
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F5- Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG)
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F6- County of Los Angeles Fire Department (Page 1)



County of Los Angeles Fire Department (Page 2)
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F7- California Regional Water Quality Control Board (Page 1)



California Regional Water Quality Control Board (Page 2)
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Appendix G

Mailing List



Mailing List –Elected Officials

Honorable Laurene Weste
Mayor
City of Santa Clarita
23920 Valencia Boulevard, Suite 300
Santa Clarita, CA  91355

Honorable Frank Ferry
Mayor Pro-Tem
City of Santa Clarita
23920 Valencia Boulevard
Santa Clarita, CA  91355

Honorable Bob Kellar
Councilmember
City of Santa Clarita
23920 Valencia Boulevard
Santa Clarita, CA  91355

Honorable Cameron Smyth
Councilmember
City of Santa Clarita
23920 Valencia Boulevard
Santa Clarita, CA  91355

Honorable Jo Anne Darcy
Councilmember
City of Santa Clarita
23920 Valencia Boulevard
Santa Clarita, CA  91355

George A. Caravalho
City Manager
City of Santa Clarita
23920 Valencia Boulevard
Santa Clarita, CA  91355

Honorable Michael D. Antonovich
Supervisor
County of Los Angeles
23920 Valencia Boulevard, Suite 265
Santa Clarita, CA  91355

Honorable George Runner
Assemblyman
State of California
23920 Valencia Boulevard
Santa Clarita, CA  91355

Honorable William J. Knight
California State Senator
25709 Rye Canyon Road, Suite 105
Santa Clarita, CA  91355



Mailing List-Agencies

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Attn: Tony Kletcha
320 W. 4th Street, Suite 220
Los Angeles, CA  90013

State Water Resources Board
P.O. Box 944212
Sacramento, CA  94244-2130

State Clearinghouse
Office of Planning and Research
P.O. Box 3044
Sacramento, CA  94244-3044

California Highway Patrol
Area Commander
27858 Golden State Highway
Santa Clarita, CA  91384-4415

California Air Resource Board
Technical Support Division
P.O. Box 2815
Sacramento, CA  95812

California Department of Fish and Game
Attn: Trudy Ingram
4949 Viewridge Avenue
San Diego, CA  92123

County of Los Angeles
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk
P.O. Box 53592
Loss Angeles, CA  90053-1331

County of Los Angeles
Department of Public Works
900 South Fremont Avenue, 11th Floor
Alhambra, CA  91802-1331

City of Santa Clarita
Planning and Building Services
Attn: Enrique Diaz
23920 Valencia Boulevard
Santa Clarita, CA  91355

Metropolitan Transit Authority
Regional Transportation Planning and Development
1 Gateway Plaza
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Los Angeles County Fire Department
Attn: Mr. Michael Wilkinson
1320 North Eastern Avenue
Los Angeles, CA  90012

Los Angeles Water Quality Control Board
320 W. 4th St. Suite 200
Los Angeles, CA  90013

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Attn: Mr. Alvin Cruz
P.O. Box 54153
Los Angeles, CA  90054-0153

Castaic Lake Water Agency
27234 Bouquet Canyon Road
Santa Clarita, CA  91355



California State Lands Commission
Attn: Robert C. Hight
100 Howe Ave., Suite 100 South
Sacramento, CA  95825-8202

California Dep. of Forestry and Fire Protection
P.O. Box 944246
Sacramento, CA  94244-2460

Santa Clarita Transit
25663 Stanford Avenue
Santa Clarita, CA  91355

SCAQMD
Attn: Dr. Charles Blankson
21865 E. Copley Drive
Diamond Bar, CA  91765

Southern California Association of Governments
Attn: Mr. Mark Pisano
818 W. 7th Street
Los Angeles, CA  90017

Sierra Club
Angeles Chapter
Attn: Ms. Linda Hoyer
3435 Wilshire Boulevard, #320
Los Angeles, CA  90010-1904

California Native Plant Society
1722 J. Street, Suite 17
Sacramento, CA  95814

Friends of the Santa Clara River
Attn: Ron Bottoroff
660 Randy Drive
Newbury Park, CA  91320

Santa Clarita Org. for Planning the Environment
Attn: Lynne Plambeck
P.O. Box 1182
Santa Clarita, CA  91386

California Wildlife Federation
2331 Alhambra Boulevard, Suite 300
Sacramento, CA  95817

Southern California Edison Company
P.O. Box 600
Rosemead, CA  91771

Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Ave
San Fransisco, CA  94102

Southern California Gas Company
Valencia Base- M.L. 8228
24650 Avenue Rockefeller
Valencia, CA  91355

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
Attn: Ms. Jodean Giese
111 North Hope St., Room 1121
Los Angeles, CA  90012



United State Army Corps of Engineers
Attn: Josh Burnam
P.O. Box 532711
Los Angeles, CA  90017-3401

Office of Transportation Programs
Attn: Haripal Vir
221 N. Figueroa, Suite 500
Los Angeles, CA  90012

County of Los Angeles
Attn: Mr. James Hartl
1390 Hall of Records, 320 W. Temple St.
Los Angeles, CA  90012

City of Los Angeles
Attn: Mr. Vitaly Troyan
650 S. Spring Street, Suite 200
Los Angeles, CA  90014

Antelope Valley Transit
1031 West Avenue L, #12
Lancaster, CA  93534

LARWQCB
Attn: Mr. Dennis Dasker
320 W. 4th St., Suite 200
Los Angeles, CA  90013

Los Angeles County Public Library
7400 E. Imperial Highway
Downey, CA  90241

City of Los Angeles
R. Ann Siracusa
221 N. Figueroa, Room 1600
Los Angeles, CA  90012-2601

Native American Heritage Commission
915 Capitol Mall, Room 288
Sacramento, CA  95814

County of Los Angeles
Fire Department
Attn: David R. Leininger
1320 North Eastern Avenue
Los Angeles, CA  900633294

County of Los Angeles
Watershed Management Division
Attn: Suk Chong
900 South Fremont Avenue, 11th Floor
Alhambra, CA  91803-1331

U.S. Department of Fish and Wildlife
Ventura Field Office
Attn: Diane Noda
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, CA  93003
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